
FP.C&G.4.2  
Explain how the development of America’s national identity derived from principles in the Declaration 
of Independence, US Constitution and Bill of Rights (e.g., inalienable rights, consent of the governed, 
popular sovereignty, religious and political freedom, separation of powers, etc.). 
 
Students will understand:  

1. A nation’s identity often reflects the principles and beliefs expressed within its founding 
documents. (Rule of law, equal justice under the law, private property rights, federalism, due 
process, individual rights as set forth in the Bill of Rights, individual responsibility) 

2. The identity of a nation may be defined by shared political values and principles rather than by 
ethnicity, race, class, language, gender or national origin. (Structure of government, rule of law, 
equal justice under the law, private property rights, federalism, due process, individual rights as 
set forth in the Bill of Rights, individual responsibility) 

3. The national identity of a nation may evolve over time through economic, political, legal, and 
cultural changes as a result of immigration, changing mores, and the expansion of rights, 
freedoms, and responsibilities of citizenship. 

 
Students will know:  

1. The meaning of “national identity”.  
2. The influences of immigration and cultural diffusion on national identity.  
3. The values that contribute to the United States’ national identity and how interpretation of 

those values has changed over time. 
4. Conflicts over the meaning of “national identity”.  

 
Key Terminology: 

 National identity - The depiction of a country as a whole, encompassing its culture, traditions, 
language, and politics. 

 


